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Email me any time!
drwagner@smilesbyrosie.com
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Background:
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• Solo private practice dentist
• Startup office, 5 ops, 3 hyg, 1 asst, 

1 front desk, 1 cross-trained

• June-August 2021: Applied to 
MIIS (state’s database), ordered 
refrigerator and thermometer

• September 2021: Received 
shipments of flu and Moderna 
covid vaccines from the state 
and began administering to 
patients and community 
members

• October – November: Received 
Pfizer (including for ages 5-11)

• November: Held two pediatric 
clinics for 125 5-11 year olds on 
the weekends

• Total vaccinated against flu and 
covid: 400+, approximately 50% 
were existing patients
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Dentists as vaccinators –
WHY?
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Why?  Accessibility of Environment

• Dental offices are quieter, smaller, and 
more accessible than most other 
vaccination sites

• Patients and community members are 
already familiar with office

• Scheduling infrastructure already exists
• Can be done during routine 

appointments
• More private
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Why?  Accessibility of Environment
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Hynes Convention Center

Operatory 3 in my office
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Why? Relationships with patients

• Many dentists treat all ages
• Two well visits plus procedural visits
• Longer relationships over generations
• Trust, comfort, education, and 

reassurance
• Members of the community
• Expansion of care: Hygienists and other 

colleagues can all help
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Why? Infrastructure – Nothing new!

• Sharps containers
• Sterile and aseptic techniques
• Patient anxiety reduction with injections
• Medical emergencies
• Paperwork and documentation
• Reviewing laws and regulations
• Quick education on intramuscular 

injections, loading syringes, and 
purchasing a vaccine fridge
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Why? Infrastructure – Nothing new!
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Why? Scope of Practice

• Overall responsibility to practice 
preventive medicine

• Flu, covid, and HPV are all serious and 
deadly illnesses with community spread

• We are a branch of a patient’s 
healthcare team

• Vaccinations can be performed 
concurrently with other procedures, 
saving time and money

• Patients really trust us!
10
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Medicolegal considerations
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March 16, 2021: The Department of Health and Human Services 
includes dentists as medical professionals who can vaccinate with 
proper training

March 11, 2021: Order from the 
Massachusetts Commissioner of Public 
Health including dental hygienists and 
dental students as vaccinators
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Medicolegal considerations
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Statement From Malpractice Carrier

“Your EDIC malpractice policy moves in lockstep with what your State 
Law calls dental professional services.

Currently, the policy is specifically endorsed to provide coverage for 
administration of the COVID vaccine if permitted by your state. (See 
attached.)

As far as the other vaccines that you list below, your malpractice policy 
covers your “professional services” to a patient. “Professional services” 
means “dental health care services” as defined by your State Board. 
Please follow your state dental statute and state board regulations 
regarding vaccine administration. If your state dental act 
does not incorporate vaccine administration into dental professional 
services, then there would be no coverage under your EDIC policy.

If approved by your Board, you don’t need any additional riders on your 
policy.”
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Dentists as vaccinators –
HOW?
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How?  Step 1: Register with 
your state database

• Massachustts: Massachusetts Immunization 
Information System (MIIS)
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• Massachustts: Massachusetts Immunization 
Information System (MIIS)
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How?  Step 1: Register with 
your state database

• Agree to registration agreements and site 
requirements, and submit!

• The state contacts you with any needed information 
and a link to a required training

• Prepare to tell them you are a dentist!
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Limitations on ordering state 
vaccines

• Practice type: Dentists are currently listed as Other
• Can only receive flu (for under age 19) and covid (all 

ages)
• All other vaccines must be purchased directly from a 

manufacturer or distributer
• Current cost of HPV vaccine: 
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How to administer? – Immunize.org
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How to store? –
The CDC has everything!
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Vaccine Toolkit!
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Reimbursements?                            ADA codes exist
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Reimbursement
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• Two types of codes/fees: Vaccine itself and administration of the vaccine
• In Massachusetts, cannot charge for vaccine if it was state-supplied

• All medical claims require both the procedure code and a diagnosis code

• All medical carriers are out of network (except oral surgeons)
• Thus far, my office has not received any insurance payments

• (However, our billing efforts have not been robust)

• Claims should always go to dental carriers now that codes exist
• Silver diamine fluoride eventually got paid!
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Thank You!
Email: 
drwagner@smilesbyrosie.com
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