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• 2017-2018 Influenza Season Summary

• Vaccination rates among Health Care Workers
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• Updated Resources – CDC, NFID and MA DPH
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2017-18 Influenza Season Summary 

National Summary 

• Severe season for all age groups

• A lot of media attention

• Started building early but did not peak early (mid-February)

• Influenza A/H3N2 predominated (more flu B later in season)

• Moderate to low vaccine effectiveness 

• A/H3N2 tends to impact older adults disproportionately

• Record year for hospitalizations for all age groups

• Resources taxed and stressed (hospital beds, EDs, provider offices, vaccines, 

antivirals, IV bags, rapid tests)

• One pediatric flu-related 

death in MA

• 180 pediatric deaths 

nationally (8/25/18)

• ~80% unvaccinated



2017-18 Influenza Season Summary 

National Summary

 Influenza-like-illness (ILI) activity began to increase in November, and remained elevated 

through the end of March.

 Influenza-like illness (ILI) was at or above the national baseline for 19 weeks, making the 

2017-2018 season one of the longest in recent years.

 Influenza A(H3N2) viruses predominated overall during the 2017-2018 season. However, 

influenza B viruses became more commonly reported than influenza A viruses in early 

March 2018 through May 2018

 ILI peaked at 7.5%, the highest percentage since the 2009 flu pandemic, which peaked at 

7.7%. 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/season/flu-season-2017-2018.htm



2017-18 Influenza Season Summary 

National Summary

https://gis.cdc.gov/grasp/fluview/fluportaldashboard.html



2017-18 Influenza Season Summary 

National Summary 

 Majority of circulating strains similar to those in the vaccine

 Vaccine Efficacy Overall: 40%

– 25% A(H3N2)   

– 65% A(H1N1)

– 49% B viruses

 The majority of the influenza viruses collected from the United States 

during the 2017-2018 flu season were characterized antigenically and 

genetically as being similar to the cell-grown reference viruses 

representing the 2017–18 Northern Hemisphere influenza vaccine 

viruses.

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/season/flu-season-2017-2018.htm



2017-18 Influenza Season Summary 

National Summary 

• During the 2017-2018 season, the percentage of deaths attributed to 

pneumonia and influenza (P&I) was at or above the epidemic threshold 

for 16 consecutive weeks. During the past five seasons, the average 

number of weeks this indicator was above threshold was 11 (range of 7 

to 15 weeks). Nationally, mortality attributed to P&I exceeded 10.0% for 

four consecutive weeks, peaking at 10.8% during the week ending 

January 20, 2018.

https://gis.cdc.gov/grasp/fluview/mortality.html



2017-18 Influenza Season Summary 

National Summary 

https://gis.cdc.gov/GRASP/Fluview/FluHospRates.html
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2017-18 Influenza Season Summary 

National Summary 

https://gis.cdc.gov/GRASP/Fluview/PedFluDeath.html

Seasons Total Deaths

2014-2015 148

2015-2016 93

2016-2017 110

2017-2018 180



Massachusetts 

Influenza-Like Illness Activity 2017-18



Massachusetts Influenza Activity 2017-18
Laboratory-confirmed Hospitalizations



MA Healthcare Provider Influenza Vaccination Rates

MA - Healthcare Personnel Setting MA 2015-161 MA 2016-171 MA 2017-181

Nursing Homes 73% 75% 71%

Rest Homes 76% 75% 71%

Adult Day Health 63% 60% 63%

Acute Care Hospitals 92% 94% 93%

Source: Influenza Vaccination of Health Care Personnel in MA Nursing Homes and Acute Care Hospitals

Mean Percent HCP Vaccinated Against Influenza  

Annual influenza vaccination is the best method of preventing influenza and potentially serious complications. The 
current Healthy People 2020 goal for influenza vaccination among healthcare personnel is 90%.

The table below outlines influenza vaccination rates for different groups of healthcare workers. Vaccination rates in 
acute care hospitals, both nationally and in MA have surpassed the Healthy People 2020 goal and should be 
congratulated. However, rates for healthcare workers in all other groups are much lower. 

http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/gov/departments/dph/programs/hcq/healthcare-quality/health-care-facilities/flu-vac-hc-personnel/flu-vaccination-reports.html


Trends Over Time: 

MA Clinics, Nursing Homes, Rest Homes and Adult Day Health 

Programs 

Mean Percent of HCP Influenza Vaccinations and Declinations 

Reported by 

Clinics, Nursing Homes, Rest Homes and Adult Day Health Programs 

2012-2018 Influenza Seasons
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Place of Vaccination

60%

40%

Place of Vaccination in +18yrs, 
Massachusetts

Medical

Non-
medical

58%

42%

Place of Vaccination in +18yrs, US

Medical

Non-medical
Reported Place of Influenza Vaccination by State and 

Area, Children 6 months  through 17 years, United 

States,§ National Immunization Survey-Flu (NIS-Flu),

2014-15 Influenza Season|| 



Place of Vaccination

52%36%

12%

Non-medical Setting for Vaccination 
+18yrs, Massachusetts

Store

Workplace

Other

52%37%

11%

Non-medical Setting for Vaccination 
+18yrs, US

Store

Workplace

Other

Reported Place of Influenza Vaccination by State and Area,

Adults ≥18 years, United States,§Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance 

System (BRFSS), 2014-15 Influenza Season



Place of Vaccination

94%

6%

Place of Vaccination in 6mo to 
17yrs, Massachusetts

Medical

Non
medical

90%

10%

Place of Vaccination in 6mo to 
17yrs, US

Medical

Non
medical

Reported Place of Influenza Vaccinatio n by State and Area, Children 6 months 

through 17 years, United States,§ National Immunization Survey-Flu (NIS-Flu), 2014-

15 Influenza Season|| 



mass.gov/flu

https://www.mass.gov/service-details/flu-information-for-healthcare-and-public-health-professionals



Massachusetts Department of Public 

Health



Immunization Program Main Number
For questions about immunization recommendations, disease reporting, etc.
• Phone: 617-983-6800
• Fax: 617-983-6840
• Website: www.mass.gov/dph/imm

MIIS Help Desk
• Phone: 617-983-4335
• Fax: 617-983-4301
• Email: miishelpdesk@state.ma.us
• Websites: www.contactmiis.info | www.mass.gov/dph/miis

MDPH Vaccine Unit
• Phone: 617-983-6828
• Fax: 617-983-6924
• Email: dph-vaccine-management@state.ma.us
• Website: www.mass.gov/dph/imm (click on Vaccine Management)

MDPH Immunization Program 
Contact Information
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