
ADULT PNEUMOCOCCAL VACCINE: Risk Groups and Recommendations 
1 ADULT WITHOUT 
INCREASED RISK 
CONDITIONS, 19-64 YEARS: 
[No conditions 
in the other 3 Boxes] 

2 INCREASED RISK ADULT 
AGE  19-64 Y, CONDITIONS: 
Alcoholism 
Cigarette Smokers 
Chronic Kidney Disease 

[Stage1-4, NOT Nephrotic Synd.] 
Diabetes Mellitus 
Heart Disease 

[NOT Isolated HTN] 
Liver Disease 
Lung Disease 

[Includes Asthma, COPD] 

3 ADULT WITH HIGHEST 
RISK CONDITIONS [19+ Y]: 
Immune compromise MEDS 

Pred 20/d, Biologics, Other 
Cancer Treatment 
Sickle Cell 
Transplants [Organ, BMT, 
Stem Cell] 
Inherited/Acquired Imm Def 
ESRD, Nephrotic Syndrome 
CSF Leaks^ 

Cochlear implant*^ 

Splenectomy* 

4 >65 YEARS^#~ 

IS HIGHEST RISK AGE 

 
 

Now Now Now #1 year 
8 weeks after 

After PCV13 PCV13 
 

 

NO Pneumococcal Vaccine Pneumococcal 
POLYSACCHARIDE 
Vaccine PPSV23 

$Pneumococcal CONJUGATE Vaccine PCV13 
[ONE DOSE ONLY in adults @highest risk] 

 
^Booster PPSV23 5 years after prior PPSV23 
plus after age 65 in most group 3 patients 

   [Maximum 3 doses PPSV23 in 1 individual] 
 

If < 65 years and no Highest risk conditions= NO Pneumococcal Vaccine Pneumococcal POLYSACCHARIDE Vaccine PPSV23 
 
 
 

NOTES:  

*   Pneumococcal vaccination should be completed at least 2 weeks prior to Cochlear Implant or Splenectomy, if possible 
^  IF PCV13/PPSV23 for CSF leak, Cochlear implant= only 1 booster PPSV23 after 65y; others in group 3, PPSV23 once in 5 y, 3rd and final @ 65+5 yr. 
#  65+: ACIP recommends [and CMS pays for] PPSV23 given12 months after PCV13 
~ At age 65, persons in groups 1, 2 become group 4 and should receive 1 dose PCV13 [@ 1+ year after PPSV23] + 1 PPSV23 [5+ yr after first dose]  
$     IF PPSV23 is given before PCV13, PCV13 should not be administered until at least 1 year after the PPSV23 dose.  RHHMD 8/15/2015      


