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Massachusetts Adult Immunization Coalition (MAIC)
Quarterly Meeting: August 21, 2013, 1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Location: MA Medical Society, 860 Winter Street, Waltham

Meeting Minutes
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Co-facilitators: Donna Lazorik (MDPH: Immunization Program) and Robyn Alie (MA Medical Society) 

In-Person Participants: Robyn Alie (MA Medical Society), Ana Berridge (BMC HealthNet Plan), Antonia Blinn (MA League of Community Health Centers,  Lenny Demers (MedImmune), Leanne DiMaio (Tufts Health Plan), Shoshanna Fine (JSI Research & Training Institute), Michael Godek (Walgreens), Mike Goldstein (Merck), Allison Hackbarth (JSI Research & Training Institute), Kate Horne (Caregroup Home Care), Phyllis Kaplan (Masspro), Donna Lazorik (MDPH: Immunization Program), John Paul Livingstone (Novartis), Mike McGinley (Sanofi Pasteur), Paula McHatton (The City of Lowell Health Department), Cynthia McReynolds (MAACP Immunization Initiative), Kerin Milesky (MDPH), Rodrigo Monterrey (MDPH), George Nightingale (Maxim Health Systems), Kate Novy (Novartis), Anne Peierstein (United Healthcare), Mary-Ann Preskul-Ricca (MDPH),  Betina Ragless (American Lung Association of the NE), Sherry Schilb (Sanofi Pasteur), Susan Shepardson (The Wellness Company), Courtney Winger (JSI Research & Training Institute). 
Phone Participants: Valerie Laurence (St. Mary Healthcare), Helen Magliozzi (MA Senior Care), Bettye Anderson Frederic (Springfield Department of Health & Human Services), Leila Mercer (Natick Health Department), Karen Salvato (Harvard Pilgrim Health Care), Marianne Sullivan (UMass Dartmouth), Robin Walker (Wing Memorial Hospital & Medical Centers), Robert Willig (Aetna), 
Introductions & New Members 


· Announcement: Antonia  Blinn is the new co-facilitator of the Coalition
Coalition Updates

Membership survey and Role of Coalition

· Other questions that should be added to this survey/questionnaire: 

· Do people have suggestions for improvements? 
· How long have you been a member of the Coalition, who are you representing?

· Helen from Mass Senior Care will forward questions from her own Survey they did 

· Do people have twitter accounts? – Include messaging to spread the word 
· Are your company’s/organizations’ communication’s teams willing to post Tweets or other social media messaging on behalf of the Coalition?

· Are you happy with how meetings are being run?

Coalition Goals and Action Items

· Disparities in Immunization rates

· Send a description of disparities
· Betty from Springfield – as you look at the questionnaire/survey – it may be helpful to link other activities such as preparedness, specialty groups such as homeless, to see if people are interested in doing regional activities. 

· Feel free to send your ideas along – the Survey may help inform this discussion
2013 Adult Immunization Conference Summary - Allison
· Highlights:

· Total attendance of 300
· People came from surrounding states in addition to MA

· In comparison to the past two years – it’s a little lower this year

· After 18 years of running the conference, 49 were first time attendees – most of whom were nurses

· Keynote – workshops were rated highly

· #massvac

· Start tweeting and pass it along to your colleagues
· How are we going to be using that between now and the conference?

· JSI – Communications group does a lot of tweeting – but how do we want to use it?

· Planned messages that we can created for when they can go out?

· ¾ of the room’s companies tweet – CDC has a lot of messages that have been sent out 

· If we send out these messages, do you think this is something that your organization’s communication team can do?

· Planning
· Will start in early October

· Allison will send out an email to form next year’s conference group – respond with your interest in joining the group: we welcome ideas for topics, speakers for next year

· We want everyone in the coalition to feel like they have a part and feel engaged(!)

· Not a huge time commitment – We’d like to see promotion, nominating people for awards as a Coalition

· Any ideas on speakers, ideas or if you’d like to help plan – let Allison know.

· Flu Vaccines outbreak session, marketing 

· Immunization Equity Collaborative (IEC) Technical Assistance: Summary report: Part of the Conference – Rodrigo and Lillian?

· May 20, 2014 is the date for next year’s conference at the DCU center in Worcester

· Comments/Feedback?

· A lot of people felt that it was very organized and there was a lot of great things happening

Emergency Preparedness Month – September 2013 – Kerin Milesky, DPH Bureau of Emergency Preparedness

· Last week in September 

· Slides will be posted/emailed

· Campaign Themes
· “Together We’re ready, Massachusetts Prepared” – This is a campaign that is being shared with partner organizations (~2 dozen)

· Feel free to use logos/tagline within your own organization 

· 4 Week Campaign 

· Stakeholders

· DPH, local health boards, Hospitals, EMS, Community Health Centers, VNAs, MEMA, CHNAs, College Health services, DMH, UMMS Shriver Center, MA Responds and MRCS, Long Term Care

· Target Audience

· Families, Female head of household (34-55) – Mother with children, aging parents

· ESL – translated into 7 different languages – working with Refugee office as well

· Seniors

· Health care workers

· Potential volunteers

· Campaign Elements

· www.Mass.gov/dph/ready 

· Will go live next week

· Social media campaign, e-media kit, video production, Media campaign

· Mass.gov/ready – links to DPH and MEMA “Ready” campaigns

· @MassDPH, #readyma

· Facebook: MAResponds

· Blog: blog.mass.gov/public health

· Working with New TV to produce a 30 minute “Meet the Press” roundtable TV program surrounding the themes of the campaign; also news segments – all will be downloadable. 
· There are a lot of resources around promoting Flu Vaccines – Donna encourages people to take advantage of these resources ( particularly target awareness in the African American Community as their rates are low – use the two clinics as a basis for this awareness campaign. 
Initiative to reduce Ethnic/Racial Disparities in Adult Vaccination Rates – Rodrigo Monterrey, DPH Office of Healthy Equity

· Immunization Equity Collaborative (IEC) Technical Assistance

· Targeting racial and ethnic minorities

· ~2 years ago, developed a flu vaccine guide “Flu Vaccines for Everyone” 

· Proposing to have a consultant that can do some longitudinal TA and support on an ongoing basis

· If anyone can refer Community Health Centers, Local Boards of Health or anyone interested in getting TA & what support that might be able to offer

· Eligibility for organization? – None – expecting to get this grant, but haven’t heard yet. Anyone that contacts Rodrigo at Rodrigo.monterrey@state.ma.us. 

· Strictly technical assistance

· 2 Year program

· Community organizations set their own goals based on their own needs

· “Plan/Do/Study/Act” approach

· Summary report: Part of the Conference – Rodrigo and Lillian? 
MAIC Medicare Workgroup Update

· Co-chaired by Joanne Martel and Antonia Blinn
· A drafted piece of legislation was found to increased immunization rates  - This bill would move all vaccines to be covered under Medicare Part B, instead of D, which is difficult for providers to bill, which means those providers do not provide T-dap, Zoster vaccinations
· Next steps: Keep an eye out for movement of Bill

· See if your organization would like to get behind the bill, or if there is other information you would like

· Open workgroup – anyone can join – contact Antonia, or Allison

· The Coalition has not endorsed this bill, but feel it is important to bring these issues up – If you see anything, feel free to bring legislation up to this forum
Flu Season 2013-2014 and Updates from Members – Donna

· Some people are starting to get the vaccine, year-round surveillance

· Flu season will start in December

· Lenny Demers(Medimmune): Shipped Flu to CDC – arrive in pediatric offices this week; Private doses were shipped in July. 
· What’s different this year with the vaccine, some are tri-valiant, some are quadrivalent – the mist is fully quadrivalent (all strains) 
· First time that quadrivalent will be offered
· There will not be enough quadrivalent vaccines for everyone – no preferential recommendations from CDC

· Sherry Schlib (Sanofi Pasteur): Vaccines will be shipped in September 
· Novartis: Similar shipping period. New vaccines – Cell culture vaccine- grown in cell culture instead of eggs – will be released a little bit later because of FDA approval 

· Another vaccine has been developed for people with severe allergies: We will be sending out more information on vaccines, age groups, etc. 
Immunization Awareness Month Materials

· On the bottom of the page of the MAIC Website
· Toolkit available on website

· Other activities for immunization awareness month?

· MMS: social media, “e-cards” – engagement
· Feedback? Love it

MAIC Website

· Make sure you’re listed on the HealthMap Vaccine Finder
· From March 6 to August 19, 2013, there has been 651 unique visitors

· Content overview, spikes in visitors after e-mails have been sent
· How to keep website “Fresh” 

· Member Profiles/Spotlight:

· Please submit your organization! – Contact Allison if you are interested
Other Business 
· October 3: MHAP Immunization Conference – Registering
Next Meeting: Proposed time - January – Let us know if you have any conflicts
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